
Implementation tool – using learning intentions and success criteria
This optional tool aligns with the ‘Learning intentions and success criteria’ section of the Effective assessment practices guide.
How to use this tool
This tool can be used by individuals or teams to guide collaboration and discussion about learning intentions and success criteria, and to reflect on and strengthen practice. Activities are best engaged alongside a current unit or program of learning.


Reflect
Consider what you know about learning intentions and success criteria.
	Reflection prompt
	Notes

	Learning intentions
What is the purpose of learning intentions?
What are the features of an effective learning intention?
How do you think learning intentions help students to learn?
	

	Success criteria
What is the purpose of success criteria?
What are the features of effective success criteria?
What are the 2 kinds of success criteria? How are they similar, how are they different?
How do success criteria help students to demonstrate their learning?
	


Strengthen
When developing learning intentions and success criteria, consider the following questions:
What do I want students to learn?
How do I communicate what I want students to learn?
What would be the best way to deliver the lesson content to students?
What do I think some excellent finished products would look like? (Clarke 2021:25)
Consider a lesson, unit or teaching and learning plan you are currently implementing or will soon implement. Use the prompts below and your reflections from the ‘Reflect’ activity to develop learning intentions and success criteria for one lesson.
	Prompt
	Notes

	Start with the syllabus
What outcome(s) and content will you address in the lesson?
	

	Backwards map
What do you want your students to learn/understand by the end of the lesson?
	

	Plan the learning intention(s)
What knowledge will your students need to understand the outcome(s) and content?
What skills will your students need to apply their knowledge?
How will you construct the learning intention to ensure it uses student-friendly language?
	

	Plan the success criteria
How will your students achieve the learning intention?
What processes might your students need to engage with to achieve the learning intention?
What products might your students produce to demonstrate their learning?
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